
Today, the Church celebrates the day of the beheading of John the Forerunner, called Ivan in 
Ukrainian. 
  
John reprimanded Herod for having an illicit relationship with Herodias, the wife of his brother 
Philip. For this, Herod imprisoned Ivan at the urging of Herodias. Therefore, at the first best 
opportunity, she decided to get rid of the one who, as she thought, was interfering with her 
happiness. On Herod's birthday, the daughter of Herodias and Philip "pleased Herod" with her 
passionate dance (Mt. 14:6). Herod offered the dancer to choose any reward she wished. At her 
mother's direction, she asked for the head of John the Baptist on a platter. This upset Herod, but 
in order not to break his promise to the girl and lose face, he gave the order to kill John. (Mt. 14, 
10). The martyrdom of Christ's Forerunner was a harbinger of the death of the Savior Himself. 
Christ gave high praise to John the Baptist, saying, "I tell you the truth: Among those born of 
women there was none greater than John the Baptist." 
  
Ivan's behavior can be seen as uncompromising for people. His defense of God's truth may seem 
fanatical to some, but he is actually a prophet. A prophet is not only a person who foresees the 
future, but in this sense means that he is a person who speaks the truth to mankind; the truth 
which comes from God Himself. As in the time of John the Baptist, so today man seeks to adapt 
the Law of God to his own shortcomings and to his sinful behavior. 
  
Unfortunately, even today, in many countries of the world, legislative acts, even constitutional 
norms, legalizing sin are adopted. In particular, this applies to abortions, euthanasia, same-sex 
"marriages," etc. They try to impose these norms on us as well. 
  
We see that Herod had two options: to lose face in front of his peers by backing down from his 
promise, or to send another to death. In many aspects of our lives, we have to make similar 
choices. We read in the Holy Scriptures that Herod was upset, meaning that his conscience spoke 
to him and troubled him.  When our hearts are upset, this is the first signal that maybe we are 
heading into sin.  Maybe we have made a wrong choice somewhere in our life. Conscience tells 
us that we need to stop. 
  
Unfortunately, Herod did not stop. Someone said the following words, "Love is suffering, and the 
absence of love is death." Herod had no love and he already lived in death, but remember that 
he chose death. Amen 
 


