
 
The Prophet Elijah was a great zealot for the purity of faith and the law of God in the People of Israel. 
God placed Elijah in this service during the days of the wicked Hebrew king Ahab, who not only forbade 
his subjects to go to worship the true God in Jerusalem, but also forced people to worship calves, and 
introduced a new idolatry of Baal. 
  
Elijah came to Ahab and announced to him in the name of God: "As surely as the Lord lives, the God of 
Israel, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain these years, except at my word" (1 Kings 17:1). 
And so it happened. A terrible drought began; even the grass burned up, and famine came. Elijah, by the 
will of God, settled in the desert near a stream, where ravens brought him bread and meat, and he 
drank water from the stream (1 Sam. 17:3-6). 
  
When the stream dried up, God commanded the prophet to go to the pagan city of Sarepta of Sidon to a 
poor widow and live with her. This widow, who lived with her son, had only a handful of flour and a little 
oil left. Arriving in Sarepta, Elijah ordered her to bake a cake for him and promised that the flour and oil 
would not decrease until the Lord gave rain to the earth. The woman believed the prophet of God and 
did as he told her. Her flour and oil did not decrease. Soon this widow's son fell ill and died. The prophet 
Elijah prayed to God over him, and the boy came to life (1 Kings 17, 9–24). 
  
The drought lasted three and a half years. Elijah, at the command of God, again came to Ahab and 
offered him to gather the people of Israel on Mount Carmel. When Ahab gathered the people, Elijah 
said: "It is enough for you to be dishonored. Know the true God. Let's make a sacrifice: you - to Baal, and 
I - to the Lord God, but we will not make a fire. He who sends down fire from heaven for the sacrifice, 
He is the true God." Everyone agreed. 
The priests of Baal were the first to sacrifice. They prepared an altar, put a calf on it, and all day they 
jumped around it and shouted: "Baal, hear us!" However, there was no answer. The night has come. 
Then Elijah prepared an altar, dug a moat around it, put firewood and a calf on the altar and ordered to 
pour water over the sacrifice so that the moat was filled with it. Then Ilya prayed to the Lord. And 
immediately the fire of the Lord came down from heaven and burned not only the wood and the 
sacrifice, but also destroyed the water that filled the ditch and the stones from which the altar was built. 
All the people fell to the ground in fear and shouted: "The Lord is the true God, the Lord is the true 
God!" And Elijah destroyed all the prophets of Baal (cf. 1 Kings 18:19-40). 
  
After that, Elijah (Ilya) went to the top of the mountain and began to pray for rain. A wind blew from the 
sea, large clouds appeared in the sky and a downpour began. 
  
This story about the prophet Elijah teaches us who we should turn to in our needs and in whom we 
should believe.  Amen. 

 

 

 


