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Today's holy day is a meeting with God, in which Joseph, Mary with Jesus, and Simeon 
participate. God was preparing Simeon for this meeting through his righteous life of 
prayer, fasting, and living by the commandments which took place under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Simeon represents all humanity here, and his meeting with Jesus means 
that man's path to happiness is the path to God. He who seeks and finds God in his life 
finds happiness. "He who diligently seeks me finds me." (Prov. 8, 17)  Every step of our 
spiritual life through personal prayer, participation in divine services, and the Holy 
Mysteries, should lead us first of all to meeting Christ, and in Him we will find the good 
that will make us happy. 
  
When we think about ourselves and our affairs in prayer, we warm up with God, and warm 
up with happiness. The meeting of Simeon with Jesus in the arms of Mary shows that 
when we go to God, Christ is the first to meet us. We only need to have the light of the 
Holy Spirit to help us recognize Him. 
 
Example: The little girl wanted to talk to her dad. She went to his office and could not 
open the door. Finally, the handle went down, the door opened and the child, running in, 
joyfully shouted, "Daddy, I can get to you by myself." The happy child did not know that 
her father, hearing her steps and seeing that she made every effort, opened the door for 
her himself.  It happens in life as well. Our Heavenly Father comes to our aid, making 
possible what is impossible for us. Let's not attribute other people's successes to 
ourselves as the little girl did. When doors open for us and roads become straight, let us 
thank the Lord for His help. 
 
We meet Jesus first of all in God's law, in the Holy Mysteries, and also in the person of 
our neighbors.  In the person of Jesus Christ, Simeon saw the source of his life and 
happiness, the one who can free him from all obstacles on the way to complete union 
with God.  It is Jesus who frees us from obstacles, sin, temptation, our imperfections, and 
mental anxieties on the way to God, and to true life and happiness. 
 
Let today's feast day remind us to think about God, about ourselves, and most 
importantly, about our inevitable, "Now you may dismiss your servant!"  May it be for us 
a joyful meeting with Christ, to whom our soul yearns. May faith and hope in Him carry us 
through the waves of our earthly life to the quiet and eternal haven of the kingdom of 
heaven.   Amen. 
 


