
24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

November 20, 2022 
 

 

 
 

Saints Cyril and Methodius 

Byzantine Catholic Church  

 
 

2510 Piney Plains Road 

Cary, NC 27518-6870  

919-239-4877  

                    

Reverend Father Vasyl Sokolovych   

Parochial Administrator  

(908-404-0777) 
  

   

Sunday  

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Divine Liturgy   

First Sunday of the month: One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM  

  

(If unable to attend in person, our 9:00 AM Divine   

Liturgy is streamed via our Facebook page.)  

  

E-Mail: sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com  

 Web Site: sscyrilmethodius.org  

 

Call the parish office (919-239-4877) to make an appointment 
or to speak with Fr. Vasyl (908-404-0777).  

  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

SSCM CHURCH/HALL SCHEDULE 
 

The Eritrean Orthodox celebrate their Divine Liturgy in our church from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM every Saturday. 

  

 

 

REMINDERS  

 One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM:  First Sunday of each month (outdoors, weather permitting)   

 School of Religion:  Second Sunday of each month starting at 10:15 AM  

 ByzanTeens:  Second Wednesday of each month after 6:00 PM Divine Liturgy   

 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
 

Our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meets the second Tuesday of every month. If you have any questions 

or concerns you would like addressed at the next meeting, please contact one of the members: Will 

Leatherwood, Mike Carpenter, Paul Tooley, Paul Cwik, Dan Pope, Mike Sapsara and Patti Kingery.  Any 

parishioner is welcome to attend the meeting.  

  

   

SUNDAY  

Nov 20 

  Tone 7 

  

 

24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Eph 2:14-22 

Lk 12:16-21 

 

8:30 Confessions 
 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 

11:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

 

Monday 

Nov 21 

 

ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS 
 

Heb 9:1-7 

Lk 10:38-42 & 11:27-28 
 

 

SOLEMN 

6:30 PM Divine Liturgy  
 

 

Tuesday  

Nov 22 

 

Philemon and Others - Apostles 
 

2 Thess 1:10-2:2 
Lk 17:26-37 

 

 

 

  

  Wednesday  

Nov 23 

 

Amphilochius & Gregory - Bishops 
 

2 Thess 2:1-12 
Lk 18:15-17 & 26-30 

 

 

6:00 PM Divine Liturgy  

 

   

Thursday   

Nov 24 

 

Catherine - Great Martyr 
 

2 Thess 2:13-3:5 
Lk 18:31-34 

 

 

Thanksgiving Day 

   

Friday  

Nov 25 

 

Clement and Peter - Pope and Bishop 
 

2 Thess 3:6-18 
Lk 19:12-28 

 

 

6:00 PM Divine Liturgy  

 
  

Saturday  

Nov 26 

 

Alypius the Stylite - Venerable 
 

Gal 1:3-10 
Lk 10:19-21 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

Nov 27 

  Tone 8 

 

25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Eph 4:1-6 

Lk 13:10-17 

 

8:30 Confessions 
 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
 

11:00 AM Divine Liturgy 



 
November 20, 2022  

 

 If you are new to our area or just visiting, please stop and introduce yourself.  We are happy you are joining us to share in 

the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. If you do not have a church home, or your church is not a home for you, we warmly 

invite you to become part of our parish family.  If you wish to register with our parish, please email Michelle Rubush at:  

                                                                        sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com 
 

   
  

Please remember in your prayers:  

 

Charlie Tooley; Pani Eva Dozier; Lois Forest (Jane's mom) and the Dunbar Family; Deacon Ryan and 

family; Major Jonathon Dohanich and family; Jane Henry; Ralph Cwik; Joe's cousin, Dolly Mackey; 

Margie Tooley; Margie's dad, Don; Bob Taylor; Augustine Griffith; Mary Jo and Bill Smith; Jerry Kingery; 

Sophia Rose; John Patrick Rose; David Hoover; Cameron Shuey; Dale Blair; Bernadette’s parents and 

aunts: Andrew, Etta, Martha and Yolanda; Father Mark and family; Father Vasyl and family.  

  Please pray for the repose + of the souls of our faithful departed:   

 

+Peter Wizes, +Rev. Fr. Robert Jones, +Gabriel and Garrett Cribb, +Roman Hill, +Mary Sudik,  

+Mary Buser, +Susan Jane Tooley, +Holly Kingery, +Elizabeth Macario, +Luke Morgan, +Natalie and 

John Morgan, +Rev. Fr. Richard Rohrer, +Gloria Shuey, +Victor Quintero, +Maria Victoria Quintero 

 

In Blessed Repose, Grant O Lord, Eternal Rest to the Soul of Your 
Departed Servants and May their Memory be Eternal.  

  

  

Do you want to share the Catholic faith?  Would you be interested in participating in street evangelization? 
Marie Taylor and Karen Quintero have been going out on a Saturday afternoon, asking the Holy Spirit to touch 
the hearts of people walking by and start a conversation about the Catholic faith by distributing free rosaries, 
medals, and pamphlets. They are looking to add another person (or two?) to increase the possible 
opportunities.  Email Karen at karennquintero@gmail.com if you’d like to know more.  

 
    

Thanks to all who continue to serve our church with their time, talent, and treasure.  May 
God bless all those who clean our church each week.  There is room in the schedule for 
more volunteers to sign up.  Please prayerfully consider joining this very important 
ministry.   
 

 

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE 
 

Many thanks to our church cleaning volunteers which means no one is cleaning more than once every two 

or three months.  Volunteers may do the cleaning anytime during the week when the church is not in use.  

Please contact Marie Taylor at marie@8taylors.com if you want to participate in this very important and 

cost effective ministry for our church. THANK YOU!   

 
October 30-November 5 Karen Quintero December 11-17  Karen Quintero 

November 6-12 Lance Morgan December 18-24  Lance Morgan 

November 13-19  Will & Sam Leatherwood December 25-31  Will & Sam Leatherwood 

November 27-December 3  Marie Taylor  January 1-7  Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton  

December 4-10 Travis Kingery January 8-14 Marie Taylor 

     

  
  

 24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!  GLORY FOREVER! 

SLAVONIC: SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU!  SLAVA NA VIKI! 

  

  

  



FATHER VASYL'S HOMILY FOR THE 24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

November 20, 2022  
 

You fool! This very night your soul will be taken from you, and what you have collected, to whom will it belong?” (Luke 12:20) 

  

Death often comes to a person unexpectedly. Only God knows the duration of each human life. We almost always make 
plans, but where is God in those plans? Do we base our plans on God?  Today's example of the gospel parable calls the 
rich man a fool.  Why? After all, by human standards, he acts like a fairly intelligent and practical person. Year after year he 
adds up his money. And so a year came when all his fields yielded so much that he couldn't fit all of it in his storehouses. 
Seeing such abundance, the rich man decides to live to his own satisfaction, so he turns to his soul, "My soul! You have a 
lot of goods in stock for many years! Rest yourself, eat, drink and be merry!" (Luke 12:19)  And at that moment he hears 
God's voice, "You fool!" (Luke 12:20) 

  

The earthly practicality and prudence of the rich man turned into madness before the all-seeing God. His dreams of years 
of satiety, gaiety and pleasure became empty, because it was on this night that his soul was to part with his body. He could 
not use anything, absolutely nothing, from his plans. He had prepared very well for a full and cheerful life, but he was by no 
means ready for death! We often want everything and immediately.  

  

For years this rich man accumulated his wealth. And now, at the end, the walls of his storerooms are cracking, the wealth 
has been accumulated, the goal has been achieved. What's next? There are so many disadvantaged people around: the 
poor, orphans, and sick children who need help. So much good can be done for people with such vast wealth.  Then death 
will not be scary, because our soul will be satisfied with good deeds. However, this is not what the crazy rich man thinks 
about at all. He thinks only of himself, he says only to himself: eat, drink, be merry!  That is why death comes to him so 
quickly, which becomes his only possible salvation, so that he does not sin even more. 

  

The Savior warns each of us with the following words, "So it is with the one who collects for himself, instead of being rich to 
God." (Lk. 12:21)  We should not collect wealth in barns and safes and bank accounts, but in our souls we should cultivate 
golden seeds of love for God and our neighbors.  So futile and worthless became the desire of the foolish rich man to ensure 
himself a peaceful and luxurious life. Our aspirations can become so meaningless when death comes so unexpectedly.  
Jesus Christ emphasizes, "Your Father knows that you need it. He knows what we need and what is best for us.”  

  

We still strive to rely on our weak powers, we worry about the earthly and temporal, and we count and calculate, we fall into 
despair from all of this. We just need to understand that if God is with us, then we will have food, drink, and a roof over our 
heads, and any trial will not be scary for us. 

  

Let the example of this foolish rich man become a warning for us against the pursuit of earthly wealth, so that each of us is 
concerned about the purity of our soul and making good choices.  The words of the Lord Savior will become the meaning 
of our lives for us, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the Kingdom." (Lk. 12:32) 

  

 You honor God and our Church by continuing to tithe each week. A collection basket is under the Tetrapod for your 

weekly donation. You may also mail in your donation or donate online via our website. "Remember then, it is the Lord, 

your God, who gives you the power to acquire wealth." (Dt. 8:18)     

 

HELP NEEDED:  There are many people who are hard at work in preparation for our 15th annual Sts. Cyril and 

Methodius European Christmas Market at the Holshauser Building, NC State Fairgrounds on Friday, December 

9 and Saturday, December 10.  Please plan to volunteer during the week of the market, Market days and the 

week afterwards. Contact Michelle Sapsara Rubush to find the best fit for your time.  We have many opportunities 

for you to participate!  Sign-up sheets are now available in the Hall.  With God's grace and our tireless service we 

can make the Market a success!  This is our major fundraiser of the year and we need everyone to participate. 

 

 

REMINDER:  Busy shopping days are ahead!  Don't forget to designate our Church for the AmazonSmile 

program which gives back 0.5% to us on qualifying purchases for which we receive quarterly deposits.  

Every penny helps and doesn't cost us anything.  Here is the link so you can designate St. Cyril and St. 

Methodius as the recipient https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1758102.  Please share the link with 

everyone you know! 

 

  

NCs largest Catholic radio station, Catholic 540-AM Divine Mercy Radio has added a new 

radio show from EWTN to our local Catholic radio station's weekday line-up. The SonRise 

Morning Show (with cohosts Matt Swaim and Anna Mitchell) will air weekdays from 6-8 AM 

Listen on-air OR on the FREE Divine Mercy Radio App.  

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1758102


Lighting Candles 
 

A beautiful and meaningful tradition in our church is lighting candles.  In lighting our 
candles, the first thing we should do is make an offering for this candle. Everything 
that we have is from God and the first step is to give back to Him for all of His many 
blessings. Your numerous intentions can apply to lighting one candle.  There is no 
need to use a candle per person or per intention.  Our parishioners, the Taylors, 
crafted this beautiful donation box which is located next to the candles on the table in 
the Narthex.  Those who are able should consider leaving a small donation to 
offset the cost of the candles. 

 

After taking a candle, the next step is to venerate the icons that guard the sandbox and lift our prayers to God on high. Next, 
we light the candle, remembering all of our loved ones who are sick or who have passed into the next life, or who we just 
want to pray for, and beseech God to have mercy on their souls.  Lastly, we place the candle in the sand, we quietly say 
“Lord have mercy,” repenting for our own sinfulness while at the same time “re-igniting” our own flame and recommitting 
our whole life to Christ our God.  

 

Our candles are traditionally made of beeswax.  Worker bees who gather nectar from flowers do not play a part in the 
reproduction of the species. Reproduction is left to the queen bee and drone bees. The virgin worker bees dedicate their 
lives to the creation of this wax and represent Our Lady, the virgin mother who gave birth to Christ. The pure beeswax also 
represents Christ’s pure flesh.  Candles symbolize the Light of Christ. Christ said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 

 
ROOM AT THE INN 
 

Room at the Inn, is a Catholic agency that operates housing and programs for single, pregnant women and 
single mothers with children suffering from homelessness throughout NC. Please visit our website for more 
information about our ministry at roominn.org.  We need $25 gift cards for Christmas.  If you would like to 
donate a gift card in support of the mothers and children we serve, please mail to: 

 

Room at the Inn 
PO Box 13936 

Greensboro, NC 27415 

 

Thank you for making “Room at the Inn" this Christmas! 
 
 

ANNIVERSARY BOOK FOR SALE 
 

Some of us may have some family roots in this area of Pennsylvania.  Anyone interested in our 
Byzantine history, would find the book interesting.   

 

Now available for sale is the book St. Stephen the Protomartyr Byzantine Catholic Church 

Leisenring Pennsylvania, A History in Celebration of the 130th Anniversary 1892-2022.  St. 

Stephen is the first Byzantine Catholic Church in western Pennsylvania and the first brick 

Byzantine Catholic Church in the United States.  The book was written by Theresa Karaffa, Betty 

Jane Karaffa, Melba Gillingham, and Robert Gillingham, Ph.D.  It consists of 196 pages of 

photographs and text outlining the spiritual and physical growth of the St. Stephen parish from its 

earliest days in 1892 with Father Alexander Dzubay, the notable priest who began numerous 

Byzantine Catholic churches as far west as Illinois.  The book is buttressed by 75 photographs 

that tell the story of St. Stephen’s people and its buildings.  The Table of Contents lists discussion 

of the Rusyns and Byzantine Catholics in western Pennsylvania, history of the physical property 

beginning with H.C. Frick. inscriptions in Old Slavonic in the church and cemetery, church 

organizations begun at the time of its founding through modern times, key discussions of uniquely 

Eastern Catholic religious and social activities, and six appendices listing, among other items, a 

chronological history of the parish, all priests and cantors who served St. Stephen’s, and the 

Byzantine parishes in western Pennsylvania.  The book is for sale for $20.00 USD per copy, with 

all proceeds going to St. Stephen the Protomartyr Byzantine Catholic Church.  To order a copy 

of the book, please make a check or US Money Order to “Theresa Karaffa/St. Stephen Book” and 

mail your order to St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic Church, % Theresa Karaffa, P.O. Box 128, 

Leisenring, PA 15455.  For questions, please email ststephenbook@gmail.com. 

https://donate.mercyhome.org/page/12132/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=20S91FSC13
mailto:ststephenbook@gmail.com

