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Sunday  

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Divine Liturgy   

First Sunday of the month: One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM  

  

(If unable to attend in person, our 9:00 AM Divine   

Liturgy is streamed via our Facebook page.)  

  

E-Mail: sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com  

 Web Site: sscyrilmethodius.org  

 

Call the parish office (919-239-4877) to make an appointment 
or to speak with Fr. Vasyl (908-404-0777).  

  

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

SSCM CHURCH/HALL SCHEDULE 
 

The Eritrean Orthodox celebrate their Divine Liturgy in our church from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM every Saturday 

  

 

 

REMINDERS  

 One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM:  First Sunday of each month (outdoors, weather permitting)   

 School of Religion:  Second Sunday of each month starting at 10:15 AM  

 ByzanTeens:  Second Wednesday of each month after 6:00 PM Divine Liturgy   

 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
 

Our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meets the second Tuesday of every month. If you have any questions 

or concerns you would like addressed at the next meeting, please contact one of the members: Will 

Leatherwood, Mike Carpenter, Paul Tooley, Paul Cwik, Dan Pope, Mike Sapsara and Patti Kingery.  Any 

parishioner is welcome to attend the meeting.  

   

SUNDAY  

Jan 1  

Tone 5 

  

 

SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY 
CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD 

 

2 Tim 4:5-8; Col 2:8-12 
Mk 1:1-8; Luke 2:20-21 & 40-52 

 

 

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 

(Outdoors, weather permitting) 

 

 

Monday 

Jan 2 

 

Sylvester - Pope 
1 Tim 3:14-14:5 

Mt 3:1-11 
 

             

 

 

Tuesday  

Jan 3 

 

Malachy - Prophet 
 

2 Tim 4:5-8 
Mt 1:1-8 

 

 

 

 

  

  Wednesday  

Jan 4 

 

Synaxis of the 70 Apostles 
 

James 1:1-18 
Mk 11:23-26 

 

 

 

   

Thursday   

Jan 5 

 

Vigil of Theophany 

 

Synkletike - Martyr 
 

Royal Hours - PM 
 

Cor 9:19-27 
Lk 3:1-18 

 

 

 

6:30 PM Vesperal Divine Liturgy 
 

Great Blessing of Water 
 

   

Friday  

Jan 6 

 

THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD 
 

Titus 2:11-14 & 3:4-7 
Mt 3:13-17 

 

 

OBLIGATION 
 

6:00 PM Divine Liturgy 
 

 

  

Saturday  

Jan 7 

 

Saturday After Theophany  
Synaxis of John the Baptist  

 

Eph 6:10-17 
Mt 4:1-11 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

Jan 8  

Tone 6 

 

SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY  
 

Eph 4:7-13 
Mt 4:12-17 

 

 

8:30 AM Confession 

 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 

11:00 Divine Liturgy 



 

January 1, 2023 
 

 If you are new to our area or just visiting, please stop and introduce yourself.  We are happy you are joining us to share in 

the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. If you do not have a church home, or your church is not a home for you, we warmly 

invite you to become part of our parish family.  If you wish to register with our parish, please email Michelle Rubush at:  

                                                                        sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com 
 

   
  

Please remember in your prayers:  

 

Baby Agnes and the Leatherwood family; Charlie Tooley; Pani Eva Dozier; Lois Forest (Jane's mom) 

and the Dunbar Family; Deacon Ryan and family; Major Jonathon Dohanich and family; Jane Henry; 

Ralph Cwik; Joe's cousin, Dolly Mackey; Margie Tooley; Margie's dad, Don; Bob Taylor; Augustine 

Griffith; Mary Jo and Bill Smith; Jerry Kingery; Sophia Rose; John Patrick Rose; David Hoover; Cameron 

Shuey; Dale Blair; Bernadette’s parents and aunts: Andrew, Etta, Martha and Yolanda; Father Mark and 

family; Father Vasyl and family.  

  Please pray for the repose + of the souls of our faithful departed:   

 

+Peter Wizes, +Rev. Fr. Robert Jones, +Gabriel and Garrett Cribb, +Roman Hill, +Mary Sudik,  

+Mary Buser, +Susan Jane Tooley, +Holly Kingery, +Elizabeth Macario, +Luke Morgan, +Natalie and 

John Morgan, +Rev. Fr. Richard Rohrer, +Gloria Shuey, +Victor Quintero, +Maria Victoria Quintero 

 

In Blessed Repose, Grant O Lord, Eternal Rest to the Soul of Your 
Departed Servants and May their Memory be Eternal.   

 
  

Do you want to share the Catholic faith?  Would you be interested in participating in street evangelization? 
Marie Taylor and Karen Quintero have been going out on a Saturday afternoon, asking the Holy Spirit to touch 
the hearts of people walking by and start a conversation about the Catholic faith by distributing free rosaries, 
medals, and pamphlets. They are looking to add another person (or two?) to increase the possible 
opportunities.  Email Karen at karennquintero@gmail.com if you’d like to know more.  

 
    

Thank you to all who continue to serve our church with their time, talent, 
and treasure.  Special thanks to those who provided assistance and 
support for the Nativity Play on Christmas Day.  The children were 
delightful! 

 
 
 

You honor God and our Church by continuing to tithe each week. A collection basket is under the Tetrapod for your 

weekly donation. You may also mail in your donation or donate online via our website. "Remember then, it is the Lord, 

your God, who gives you the power to acquire wealth." (Dt. 8:18)     

 
 

FREE DESK 

If you are looking for a wooden desk (42 x 67), 

 the church has one available.  Please contact Lance. 

 

     

  
  

SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY - CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD     

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!  GLORY FOREVER! 

SLAVONIC: SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU!  SLAVA NA VIKI! 

  

  

  



 

FATHER VASYL'S HOMILY FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY 

January 1, 2023  
 

Today we celebrate the beginning of the New Year, and we have wishes for our friends and acquaintances. We wish them 
happiness, health and success, but do we wish our friends life with God?  Sometimes, when taking care of secondary things, 
we forget about the main ones. Worrying about the temporal and earthly, we neglect the heavenly and eternal.  

 

When the Communists came to power in China, massive persecution of the Church began. A significant number of 
Christians were exterminated or sent to correctional labor camps. Soldiers came to one of the American missionaries who 
had lived in China with his wife and children for many years and ordered him to pack his things. He was lucky, he was 
deported to his homeland. Together with him, the missionary was allowed to take 100 kilograms of cargo. Quarrels began 
from the moment the family began to gather. The man believed that the first thing to do was to pack up books and a new 
typewriter. The woman was packing antique vases and expensive porcelain dishes. Children dragged their toys. All night 
the family packed their suitcases, weighed, unpacked, argued, packed again, weighed again until, finally, the bags weighed 
exactly 100 kilograms.  In the morning, soldiers came and asked, "Ready?" "Ready," answered the missionary. The soldiers 
carefully examined the packages, "Weighed everything?" "Exactly 100 kilograms," the missionary cut short. "Have the 
children been weighed?" continued the soldier.  "They are also included in this weight." In an instant, the new typewriter, 
books, vases, china, rare antiques, clothes, and everything that had been carefully packed in bags, became useless. The 
husband and wife took their children by the hands and, empty-handed, returned to the United States. 

 

Let's think about the fact that everything in our lives is also weighed. What is more than weight, we cannot take with us into 
eternity. Weigh your life and see: will what we work so hard for, what we care about, what we spend time, energy and 
resources on will enter eternity with us? I assure you that our houses, cars, furniture, fashionable clothes, awards, careers 
and even children -- everything will remain on earth at the time when we stand before God. In the New Year, let's remember 
what is important, what will remain with us in eternity and therefore pray for others.  We will have our reward in heaven.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 

 

Fr. Vasyl will be available for House Blessings after January 9, 2023.  Please email the church office if you 

would like him to bless your home.  The Church teaches us to sanctify everything: dwellings, places of 

work, all our pursuits, and the fruits of our labor. The home blessing at Theophany represents a renewal of 

our lives in Christ. Washed in the baptismal waters, our homes become temples of the Holy Spirit for the 

fulfillment of the will of our Heavenly Father.  

 

(When a priest visits, there is a pious custom that the family makes a donation to the priest for gas and 

other expenses. This is appreciated, but it should not be thought of as a requirement. The scripture tells us 

“Freely you have received, freely give."  The priest comes to the home because he wants God’s blessing 

to be upon it, and to know those in his flock better and to be available to them.) 

 

 

 

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE - PLEASE VOLUNTEER - MORE HELP IS NEEDED 

 

Many thanks to our church cleaning volunteers. Volunteers may do the cleaning anytime during the week 

when the church is not in use.  Please contact Marie Taylor at marie@8taylors.com if you want to participate 

in this very important and cost effective ministry for our church. THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

January 1-7  Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton February 12-18 Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton 

January 8-14 Marie Taylor February 19-25 Marie Taylor 

January 15-21 Travis Kingery February 26-March 4 Travis Kingery 

January 22-28 Karen Quintero March 5-March 11 Karen Quintero 

January 29-February 4 Lance Morgan March 12-18 Lance Morgan 

February 5-11   Will & Sam Leatherwood March 19-25 Will & Sam Leatherwood 



REMINDER:  Don't forget to designate our Church for the AmazonSmile program which 

gives back 0.5% to us on qualifying purchases for which we receive quarterly deposits.  

Every penny helps and doesn't cost us anything.  Here is the link so you can designate 

St. Cyril and St. Methodius as the recipient https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1758102  

Please share the link with everyone you know! 

 

 

 

NCs largest Catholic radio station, Catholic 540-AM Divine Mercy Radio has added a 

new radio show from EWTN to our local Catholic radio station's weekday line-up. The 

SonRise Morning Show (with cohosts Matt Swaim and Anna Mitchell) will air 

weekdays from 6-8 AM Listen on-air OR on the FREE Divine Mercy Radio App.  

 

 
 
 

2022 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL - Bishop Kurt states, "With inflation and all the hardship 
this year, I cannot ask everyone for money. If you would like to help me with my work, 
please pray for me and for your priests and for our bishops in Europe. Please only send 
money if you can afford it and have extra after your needs."  Please visit the Eparchy's 
website for more information: https://www.eparchyofpassaic.com 

 
 
 

 

Our St. Nicholas Giving Tree will continue our tradition of supporting orphanages in 

Ukraine.  This year the need is especially acute due to the Russian invasion.  The first 

group we will support are orphans being cared for by Sister Josephata of the Eparchy of 

Ternopil.   She is a friend of Fr. Vasyl’s, and there are pictures of her and her children on 

the display in the vestibule   She has asked for our prayers, and we certainly offer those, 

but will also provide more tangible support. The second group is the orphanage support 

ministry of the Archeparchy of Lviv.   Our parishioner, Karen Jones, visited that facility when she visited this 

summer.   You can see the pictures she took in June, including the children’s air raid shelter. The St. 

Nicholas’s Village of Mercy which we have traditionally supported has relocated their children outside the 

borders of Ukraine. 

 

 

 

 

SACRED ART RETREAT:  MAKING MOSAICS 

 

Are you looking for a unique way to rejuvenate your spiritual 
health?  February 17-18, the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory 
NC is offering an “Art as Spiritual Therapy” retreat.  Using hands-on 
activities, skilled presenters will invite you to explore the mosaics of 
your own life.  Assemble your very own cross from personal 
mementos, and offer prayers through the ancient practice of making 

Pysanky eggs.  Plus have time to enjoy our beautiful setting and some delicious full-course meals prepared 
by our own chef.   Visit www.catholicconference.org/mosaics, email info@catholicconference.org, or call 
828-327-7441 for more information.  
 
  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1758102
https://www.eparchyofpassaic.com/
http://www.catholicconference.org/mosaics
mailto:info@catholicconference.org


 

Lighting Candles 
 

A beautiful and meaningful tradition in our church is lighting candles.  In lighting our 
candles, the first thing we should do is make an offering for this candle. Everything 
that we have is from God and the first step is to give back to Him for all of His many 
blessings. Your numerous intentions can apply to lighting one candle.  There is no 
need to use a candle per person or per intention.  Our parishioners, the Taylors, 
crafted this beautiful donation box which is located next to the candles on the table in 
the Narthex.  Those who are able should consider leaving a small donation to 
offset the cost of the candles. 

 

After taking a candle, the next step is to venerate the icons that guard the sandbox and lift our prayers to God on high. Next, 
we light the candle, remembering all of our loved ones who are sick or who have passed into the next life, or who we just 
want to pray for, and beseech God to have mercy on their souls.  Lastly, we place the candle in the sand, we quietly say 
“Lord have mercy,” repenting for our own sinfulness while at the same time “re-igniting” our own flame and recommitting 
our whole life to Christ our God.  

 

Our candles are traditionally made of beeswax.  Worker bees who gather nectar from flowers do not play a part in the 
reproduction of the species. Reproduction is left to the queen bee and drone bees. The virgin worker bees dedicate their 
lives to the creation of this wax and represent Our Lady, the virgin mother who gave birth to Christ. The pure beeswax also 
represents Christ’s pure flesh.  Candles symbolize the Light of Christ. Christ said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very blessed to have a wonderful website which is 
maintained by Mary Ann and Chris Meyer.  A wealth of 
information is available.  Be a regular visitor! 
https://www.sscyrilmethodius.org 

 

https://donate.mercyhome.org/page/12132/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=20S91FSC13
https://www.sscyrilmethodius.org/

