
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY 

 

 "We venerate Your sacred image, O Lord,  
and we beg forgiveness of our sins.” 

 

SUNDAY OF CHEESEFARE 

February 19, 2023 
 

 

 
 

Saints Cyril and Methodius 

Byzantine Catholic Church  

 
 

2510 Piney Plains Road 

Cary, NC 27518-6870  

919-239-4877  

                    

Reverend Father Vasyl Sokolovych   

Parochial Administrator  

(908-404-0777) 
  

   

Sunday  

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Divine Liturgy   

First Sunday of the month: One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM  

  

(If unable to attend in person, our 9:00 AM Divine   

Liturgy is streamed via our Facebook page.)  

  

E-Mail: sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com  

 Web Site: sscyrilmethodius.org  

 

Call the parish office (919-239-4877) to make an appointment 
or to speak with Fr. Vasyl (908-404-0777).  

  

 



 
 

SSCM CHURCH/HALL SCHEDULE 
 

The Eritrean Orthodox celebrate their Divine Liturgy in our church from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM every Saturday 

  

 

REMINDERS  

 One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM:  First Sunday of each month (outdoors, weather permitting)   

 School of Religion:  Second Sunday of each month starting at 10:15 AM  

 ByzanTeens:  Second Wednesday of each month after 6:00 PM Divine Liturgy   

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
 

Our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) will be meeting on Tuesday 2/21/23. If you have any questions or 

concerns you would like addressed at the next meeting, please contact one of the members: Will 

Leatherwood, Mike Carpenter, Paul Tooley, Paul Cwik, Dan Pope, Mike Sapsara and Patti Kingery.  Any 

parishioner is welcome to attend the meeting.  

  

   

SUNDAY  

Feb 19 

Tone 4 

  

SUNDAY OF CHEESE FARE 

 

Rom 13:11-14:4 
Mt 6:14-21 

8:30 AM Confession 

 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

CHEESEFARE POTLUCK  
 

12:00 PM Forgiveness Vespers 
 

 

Monday 

Feb 20 

 

FIRST DAY OF THE GREAT FAST 

 

Martinian Venerable 

 

Gen 1:1-13 

Prov 1:1-20 
 

             

FIRST WEEK OF THE GREAT FAST 

 
6:30 PM Presanctified Liturgy 

 

 

Tuesday  

Feb 21 

 

Timothy Venerable 
 

Gen 1:14-23 
Prov 1:20-23 

 

 

 

 

  

  Wednesday  

Feb 22 

 

Finding of the Relic of the Martyrs of Eugenia 
 

Gen 1:24-2:3 
Prov 3:1-18 

 

 

 
6:00 PM Divine Liturgy 

 
   

Thursday   

Feb 23 

 

Polycarp Bishop - Martyr 

 

Gen 2:4-19 
Prov 3:1-18 

 

 

   

Friday  

Feb 24 

 

Erasmus Venerable 

 

Gen 2:20-3:20 
  Prov 3:19-34 

 

 
6:00 PM Divine Liturgy 

 
 

  

Saturday  

Feb 25 

 

Commemoration of the Miracle of the  
Great - Martyr Theodore 

Heb 1:1-12 
Mk 2:23-3:5 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

Feb 26 

Tone 5 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST 

 

Heb 11:24-26.32-12:2 
Jn 1:43-51 

 

8:30 AM Confession 

 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

11:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 



 

February 19, 2023 
 

 If you are new to our area or just visiting, please stop and introduce yourself.  We are happy you are joining us to share in 

the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. If you do not have a church home, or your church is not a home for you, we warmly 

invite you to become part of our parish family.  If you wish to register with our parish, please email Michelle Rubush at:  

                                                                        sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com 
 

   
  

Please remember in your prayers:  

 

Brenna Robohn; Jonas Blair; Baby Agnes and the Leatherwood family; Charlie Tooley; Pani Eva Dozier; 

Lois Forest (Jane's mom) and the Dunbar Family; Deacon Ryan and family; Major Jonathon Dohanich 

and family; Jane Henry; Ralph Cwik; Joe's cousin, Dolly Mackey; Margie Tooley; Margie's dad, Don; 

Bob Taylor; Augustine Griffith; Mary Jo and Bill Smith; Jerry Kingery; Sophia Rose; John Patrick Rose; 

David Hoover; Cameron Shuey; Dale Blair; Bernadette’s parents and aunts: Andrew, Etta, Martha and 

Yolanda; Father Mark and family; Father Vasyl and family.  

  Please pray for the repose + of the souls of our faithful departed:   

 

+Peter Wizes, +Rev. Fr. Robert Jones, +Gabriel and Garrett Cribb, +Roman Hill, +Mary Sudik,  

+Mary Buser, +Susan Jane Tooley, +Holly Kingery, +Elizabeth Macario, +Luke Morgan, +Natalie and 

John Morgan, +Rev. Fr. Richard Rohrer, +Gloria Shuey, +Victor Quintero, +Maria Victoria Quintero  

 

In Blessed Repose, Grant O Lord, Eternal Rest to the Soul of Your 
Departed Servants and May their Memory be Eternal.   

 
  

 
Thank you to all who continue to serve our church with their time, talent, and 

treasure.  Many thanks to our volunteers who are diligently working on the rectory 

renovations for Father Vasyl and his family. 

 

 

 

 

You honor God and our Church by continuing to tithe each week. A collection basket is under the 

Tetrapod for your weekly donation. You may also mail in your donation or donate online via our website. 

"Remember then, it is the Lord, your God, who gives you the power to acquire wealth." (Dt. 8:18)     

 
 
 
PARISH MEETING - MARCH 5 - "BUILDING OUR FUTURE" 

 

Plan to attend this very important meeting which will begin immediately 
after Divine Liturgy.  This is your opportunity to ask questions, learn more 
about the building projects, parish updates, and a budget review. 
 

  

     

  
  

SUNDAY OF CHEESEFARE     

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!  GLORY FOREVER! 

SLAVONIC: SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU!  SLAVA NA VIKI! 

  

  

  



 

FATHER VASYL'S MESSAGE FOR THE SUNDAY OF CHEESEFARE 

February 19, 2023  
 

The Church teaches us that the real fast of a Christian has three signs; which are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. It is about 
these three things that Jesus talks about in today's Gospel.  If the goal of fasting is to be spiritually renewed, to be 
resurrected with Christ, and to restore our relationship, community of faith and love with Jesus, then three tasks must be 
completed: forgiveness through repentance, sincere prayer and works of love.  

  

Sincere repentance for the forgiveness of sins brings us closer to God and our neighbors, and thereby restores mutual love. 
This love is brought to us by prayer, and is filled with the spirit of faith and humility. The point of fasting is not to make it a 
burden. It's not about banning everything tasty and nutritious. It is not to limit human pleasures and get rid of the pleasant, 
rather the opposite. Lent is a time of filling our lives with Christ. Instead of a meat and cheese plate, the Church offers the 
Body and Blood of the Savior. Instead of television – we seek communication with living people and the living God. Instead 
of moving furniture, the Church calls us to change our hearts, minds and entire lifestyles. This is the time of spiritual warfare. 

  

As a sign of good fasting, Jesus Christ reminds us that for salvation it is not necessary to perform some extraordinary 
spiritual feats, because God looks primarily at the spirit with which we perform them. Because sometimes a small pious act 
has a great value in God's eyes.  In today's teaching, Christ reminds us that the success of fasting has its basis in our soul, 
which is possessing sincerity and humility in all spiritual exercises; reminding ourselves that everything is a gift from God, 
and not from our merit.  God sanctifies us to the extent of our trust in God's will.  Every devout Christian who wants to have 
a good time of fasting carries various spiritual plans and resolutions in his heart in order to receive God's grace and ask 
God for his sins. 

  

In the orphanage there was a beautiful image depicting the Blessed Christ. Once, after a short explanation, the teacher 
asked the girl, "Tell me, why does the Savior have outstretched arms?" The teacher hoped that the girl would answer, "He 
wants to bless us." But she gave the following answer, "Because He wants to give me something." Apparently, this is how 
the girl understood the secret of the outstretched hands of Christ. Therefore, when we see Christ who blesses, He, stretching 
out His hands, not only says, "Come!" but also, "Take!" And what does he want to give us? First of all, salvation, and 
therefore, all that is necessary for a pious life. 

  

In order for our fasting to be successful, let us not seek extraordinary prayers or penance, but rather seek God in good daily 
prayer.  The Lord himself will sanctify us and bring us closer to himself. Amen. 

  
 
 
 
 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 

 

Fr. Vasyl is available for House Blessings.  Please email the church office if you would 

like him to bless your home.  The Church teaches us to sanctify everything: dwellings, 

places of work, all our pursuits, and the fruits of our labor. The home blessing at 

Theophany represents a renewal of our lives in Christ. Washed in the baptismal 

waters, our homes become temples of the Holy Spirit for the fulfillment of the will of 

our Heavenly Father.  

 

(When a priest visits, there is a pious custom that the family makes a donation to the 

priest for gas and other expenses. This is appreciated, but it should not be thought of 

as a requirement. The scripture tells us “Freely you have received, freely give."  The priest comes to the 

home because he wants God’s blessing to be upon it, and to know those in his flock better and to be 

available to them.) 

 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please send your meeting information to the Church office so it can be coordinated with 

the Church calendar.  An announcement will be included in the bulletin to make sure 

everyone is aware of the schedule.  
 

 

We are very blessed to have a wonderful website which is 
maintained by Mary Ann and Chris Meyer.  A wealth of 
information is available.  Be a regular visitor! 
https://www.sscyrilmethodius.org 
 

 

https://www.sscyrilmethodius.org/


 

WELCOME VISITORS 

A new "Welcome Visitors" registration card is available in the Narthex.   

When you greet a visitor, please share this card with them. 

 

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE  

 

Many thanks to our church cleaning volunteers. Volunteers may do the cleaning anytime during the week 

when the church is not in use.  Please contact Marie Taylor at marie@8taylors.com if you want to participate 

in this very important and cost effective ministry for our church. THANK YOU! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDARS - YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

Saturdays - March 4, 11, 18  

(Making Halupki, Nut/Apricot Rolls, Paska Bread, Lamb Butter)  

 

Please volunteer to chair the preparation of Nut and Apricot Rolls on March 11.  Please send 

an email to the church office if you can support this important church tradition. 

 

PASCHA MARKET - Saturday - April 1  

 
 

 

Lighting Candles 
 

A beautiful and meaningful tradition in our church is lighting candles.  In lighting our 
candles, the first thing we should do is make an offering for this candle. Everything 
that we have is from God and the first step is to give back to Him for all of His many 
blessings. Your numerous intentions can apply to lighting one candle.  There is no 
need to use a candle per person or per intention.  Our parishioners, the Taylors, 
crafted this beautiful donation box which is located next to the candles on the table in 
the Narthex.  Those who are able should consider leaving a small donation to 
offset the cost of the candles. 

 

After taking a candle, the next step is to venerate the icons that guard the sandbox and lift our prayers to God on high. Next, 
we light the candle, remembering all of our loved ones who are sick or who have passed into the next life, or who we just 
want to pray for, and beseech God to have mercy on their souls.  Lastly, we place the candle in the sand, we quietly say 
“Lord have mercy,” repenting for our own sinfulness while at the same time “re-igniting” our own flame and recommitting 
our whole life to Christ our God.  

 

Our candles are traditionally made of beeswax.  Worker bees who gather nectar from flowers do not play a part in the 
reproduction of the species. Reproduction is left to the queen bee and drone bees. The virgin worker bees dedicate their 
lives to the creation of this wax and represent Our Lady, the virgin mother who gave birth to Christ. The pure beeswax also 
represents Christ’s pure flesh.  Candles symbolize the Light of Christ. Christ said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 
 
 
 

February 19-25 Travis Kingery April 2-8 Marie Taylor 

February 26-March 4 Karen Quintero April 9-15 Travis Kingery 

March 5-11 Lance Morgan April 16-22 Karen Quintero 

March 12-18 Will & Sam Leatherwood April 23-29 Lance Morgan 

March 19-25 Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton April 30-May 6 Will & Sam Leatherwood 

March 26-April 1 Patti Zordich May 7-13 Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton 

https://donate.mercyhome.org/page/12132/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=20S91FSC13


 

 

 


