
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

February 5, 2023 
 

 

 
 

Saints Cyril and Methodius 

Byzantine Catholic Church  

 
 

2510 Piney Plains Road 

Cary, NC 27518-6870  

919-239-4877  

                    

Reverend Father Vasyl Sokolovych   

Parochial Administrator  

(908-404-0777) 
  

   

Sunday  

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Divine Liturgy   

First Sunday of the month: One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM  

  

(If unable to attend in person, our 9:00 AM Divine   

Liturgy is streamed via our Facebook page.)  

  

E-Mail: sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com  

 Web Site: sscyrilmethodius.org  

 

Call the parish office (919-239-4877) to make an appointment 
or to speak with Fr. Vasyl (908-404-0777).  

  

 



 
 

 

SSCM CHURCH/HALL SCHEDULE 
 

The Eritrean Orthodox celebrate their Divine Liturgy in our church from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM every Saturday 

  

 

REMINDERS  

 One Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM:  First Sunday of each month (outdoors, weather permitting)   

 School of Religion:  Second Sunday of each month starting at 10:15 AM  

 ByzanTeens:  Second Wednesday of each month after 6:00 PM Divine Liturgy   

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
 

Our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meets the second Tuesday of every month. If you have any questions 

or concerns you would like addressed at the next meeting, please contact one of the members: Will 

Leatherwood, Mike Carpenter, Paul Tooley, Paul Cwik, Dan Pope, Mike Sapsara and Patti Kingery.  Any 

parishioner is welcome to attend the meeting.  

  

   

SUNDAY  

Feb 5 

Tone 2 

  

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 
 

1 Cor 6:12-20 
Lk 15:11-32 

 

 

8:30 AM Confession 

 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

(outdoors, weather permitting) 
 

 

Monday 

Feb 6 

 

Bucolus - Bishop 

 

1 Jn 2:18-3:10 

Mk 11:1-11 
 

             

MEATFARE WEEK 

 

Tuesday  

Feb 7 

 

Parthenius - Bishop 
 

1 Jn 3:10-20 
Mk 14:10-42 

 

 

 

 

  

  Wednesday  

Feb 8 

 

Theodore Great - Martyr 
 

1 Jn 3:21-4:6 
Mk 14:43-15:1 

 

 

 

 

   

Thursday   

Feb 9 

 

Nicephor- Martyr 

 

1 Jn 4:20-5:21 
Mk 15:1-15 

 

 

   

Friday  

Feb 10 

 

Charalampus - Martyr 

 

2 Jn 1:1-13 
Mk 15:22.25 & 33-41 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Saturday  

Feb 11 

 

FIRST ALL SOULS SATURDAY 
  

1 Cor 10:23-28 
Lk 21:8-9.25-27.33-36 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

Feb 12 

Tone 3 

 

SUNDAY OF MEATFARE 
 

1 Cor 8:8-9:2 
Mt 25:31-46 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 AM Confession 

 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

MEATFARE POTLUCK 

BETWEEN LITURGIES 
 

11:00 Divine Liturgy with 

Panachida following 
 



 

February 5, 2023 
 

 If you are new to our area or just visiting, please stop and introduce yourself.  We are happy you are joining us to share in 

the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. If you do not have a church home, or your church is not a home for you, we warmly 

invite you to become part of our parish family.  If you wish to register with our parish, please email Michelle Rubush at:  

                                                                        sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com 
 

   
  

Please remember in your prayers:  

 

Brenna Robohn; Jonas Blair; Baby Agnes and the Leatherwood family; Charlie Tooley; Pani Eva Dozier; 

Lois Forest (Jane's mom) and the Dunbar Family; Deacon Ryan and family; Major Jonathon Dohanich 

and family; Jane Henry; Ralph Cwik; Joe's cousin, Dolly Mackey; Margie Tooley; Margie's dad, Don; 

Bob Taylor; Augustine Griffith; Mary Jo and Bill Smith; Jerry Kingery; Sophia Rose; John Patrick Rose; 

David Hoover; Cameron Shuey; Dale Blair; Bernadette’s parents and aunts: Andrew, Etta, Martha and 

Yolanda; Father Mark and family; Father Vasyl and family.  

  Please pray for the repose + of the souls of our faithful departed:   

 

+Peter Wizes, +Rev. Fr. Robert Jones, +Gabriel and Garrett Cribb, +Roman Hill, +Mary Sudik,  

+Mary Buser, +Susan Jane Tooley, +Holly Kingery, +Elizabeth Macario, +Luke Morgan, +Natalie and 

John Morgan, +Rev. Fr. Richard Rohrer, +Gloria Shuey, +Victor Quintero, +Maria Victoria Quintero  

 

In Blessed Repose, Grant O Lord, Eternal Rest to the Soul of Your 
Departed Servants and May their Memory be Eternal.   

 
  

 
Thank you to all who continue to serve our church with their time, talent, and 

treasure.  Many thanks to our volunteers who are diligently working on the rectory 

renovations for Father Vasyl and his family. 

 

 

 

 

You honor God and our Church by continuing to tithe each week. A collection basket is under the 

Tetrapod for your weekly donation. You may also mail in your donation or donate online via our website. 

"Remember then, it is the Lord, your God, who gives you the power to acquire wealth." (Dt. 8:18)     

 
 
 
PARISH MEETING - MARCH 5 - "BUILDING OUR FUTURE" 

 

Plan to attend this very important meeting which will begin immediately 
after Divine Liturgy.  This is your opportunity to ask questions, learn more 
about the building projects, parish updates, and a budget review. 
 

  

     

  
  

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON     

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!  GLORY FOREVER! 

SLAVONIC: SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU!  SLAVA NA VIKI! 

  

  

  



 

FATHER VASYL'S MESSAGE FOR THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

February 5, 2023  
 

In the time of Jesus Christ, when this parable about the prodigal son was told, people tried to live as one family. They 
cultivated the land together; the larger the family, the more workers there were. The Lord takes such a family as an example: 
a father and two sons. One of these sons, the youngest, turns to his father with a request, "Father, give me the part of the 
estate that belongs to me." (Lk. 15:12) The father silently agrees and gives it.  The son takes the money, and goes to a 
distant land.  There, due to frivolity and lack of experience, he wastes everything. He lives in fornication and debauchery.  He 
does not even notice how he ends up on the street as a ragged beggar. He hires himself out to feed pigs for some rich man, 
but his condition does not improve. 

  

The Gospel says, "And he wanted to fill his belly with pods that the pigs ate, but no one gave him those." (Lk. 15:16)  One 
day he came to his senses, remembered his father and thought to himself, "How many of my father's hired servants have 
enough bread, and I'm dying of hunger here. I will get up and go to my father and say to him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you! I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Accept me as one of your hirelings." (Luke 15:17-19) 

  

The main thing in this parable is not even that the prodigal son returned to his father's house, but the main thing is that the 
father felt sorry for his son. A father cannot coldly reject his child, because he still loves him and is always ready to forgive 
him. He did not even let his son say the prepared words of repentance, but he immediately restored his filial status, did not 
set any conditions, and did not demand any promises.  He tells the servants to bring the best clothes, prepare a banquet 
and make merry, because his son has been found.  

  

It would seem that the parable could be ended on such a joyful note. However, the eldest son is also mentioned here. The 
portrait of the eldest son is drawn quite successfully. The servant tells him, "Your brother has come," but he stopped thinking 
of this prodigal son as a brother. He scolds his father, "This is your son." He reproaches his father, "How many years have 
I served you?" although they worked as equals, because everything that the father owned belonged to the eldest son.  

  

Here are the words that best describe the opponents of Jesus, "I have never broken your commandment." It was with these 
words that the Pharisees boasted, showing their superiority over others. Sinners and outcasts meet a warm welcome and 
find the friendship of Jesus. However, wherever God's grace is realized, there are always those who will criticize that God 
cannot be generous, that He should not forget about people who have done nothing wrong.  

  

In the behavior of the eldest son, we can see a kind of "eldest son" syndrome. It manifests itself in such things: the love for 
one's neighbor disappears, we see this in the parable, when the older brother does not call the younger one by name or 
brother, but instead says, "This is your son." Another sign of such a syndrome is boasting, "I have served you for so many 
years, and I have never transgressed your commandments." Such people greatly exaggerate their importance and believe 
that the whole world would collapse without them. And finally, struck by this syndrome, they exaggerate the sins of their 
neighbors. Let's pay attention to the words of the older brother, "This is your son, he wasted his wealth with harlots." Neither 
the father nor the youngest son ever talk about harlots. Here we see the exaggeration of the sins of our neighbors against 
the background of confidence in our own righteousness and lack of love. 

  

This is a parable, of course, which is not finished. We would like to know what happened next.  How the will the younger 
brother behave? Will these two brothers reconcile?  Will the elder son return home to share the joy with his father, or will he 
remain irreconcilable and embittered? However, the Lord leaves us in a certain state of ignorance so that we ourselves can 
think about the continuation of history and our place in it. There is no end to the parable, because each of us adds to it with 
our own life. 

  

So let's think about how our personal story will end? Shouldn't it be rewritten before it's too late? 
 
 
 
 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 

 

Fr. Vasyl is available for House Blessings.  Please email the church office if you would like him to bless 

your home.  The Church teaches us to sanctify everything: dwellings, places of work, all our pursuits, and 

the fruits of our labor. The home blessing at Theophany represents a renewal of our lives in Christ. Washed 

in the baptismal waters, our homes become temples of the Holy Spirit for the fulfillment of the will of our 

Heavenly Father.  

 

(When a priest visits, there is a pious custom that the family makes a donation to the priest for gas and 

other expenses. This is appreciated, but it should not be thought of as a requirement. The scripture tells us 

“Freely you have received, freely give."  The priest comes to the home because he wants God’s blessing 

to be upon it, and to know those in his flock better and to be available to them.) 

 

 

 



BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please send your meeting information to the Church office so it can be coordinated with 

the Church calendar.  An announcement will be included in the bulletin to make sure 

everyone is aware of the schedule.  

 

 

We are very blessed to have a wonderful website which is 
maintained by Mary Ann and Chris Meyer.  A wealth of 
information is available.  Be a regular visitor! 
https://www.sscyrilmethodius.org 

 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 

A new "Welcome Visitors" registration card is available in the Narthex.   

If you greet a visitor, please share this card with them. 

 

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE - PLEASE VOLUNTEER - MORE HELP IS NEEDED 

 

Many thanks to our church cleaning volunteers. Volunteers may do the cleaning anytime during the week 

when the church is not in use.  Please contact Marie Taylor at marie@8taylors.com if you want to participate 

in this very important and cost effective ministry for our church. THANK YOU! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After February 20, 2023, Amazon will be discontinuing their Smile program. Any 

purchases up to that date will be honored.  Thank you to all who participated in 

this program which benefitted our church. 

 

 

PLEASE MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDARS - YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

Saturdays - March 4, 11, 18  

(Making Halupki, Nut/Apricot Rolls, Paska Bread, Lamb Butter) 

MORE DETAILS SOON 

PASCHA MARKET - Saturday - April 1  

 
 
 

SACRED ART RETREAT:  MAKING MOSAICS 

 

Are you looking for a unique way to rejuvenate your spiritual 
health?  February 17-18, the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory 
NC is offering an “Art as Spiritual Therapy” retreat.  Using hands-on 
activities, skilled presenters will invite you to explore the mosaics of 
your own life.  Assemble your very own cross from personal 

mementos, and offer prayers through the ancient practice of making Pysanky eggs.  Plus have time to enjoy 
our beautiful setting and some delicious full-course meals prepared by our own 
chef.   Visit www.catholicconference.org/mosaics, email info@catholicconference.org, or call 828-327-
7441 for more information.  

  

January 29-February 4 Will & Sam Leatherwood March 12-18 Will & Sam Leatherwood 

February 5-11   Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton March 19-25 Heidi Cwik/Joe Deaton 

February 12-18 Marie Taylor March 26-April 1 Patti Zordich 

February 19-25 Travis Kingery April 2-8 Marie Taylor 

February 26-March 4 Karen Quintero April 9-15 Travis Kingery 

March 5-11 Lance Morgan April 16-22 Karen Quintero 

https://www.sscyrilmethodius.org/
http://www.catholicconference.org/mosaics
mailto:info@catholicconference.org


Lighting Candles 
 

A beautiful and meaningful tradition in our church is lighting candles.  In lighting our 
candles, the first thing we should do is make an offering for this candle. Everything 
that we have is from God and the first step is to give back to Him for all of His many 
blessings. Your numerous intentions can apply to lighting one candle.  There is no 
need to use a candle per person or per intention.  Our parishioners, the Taylors, 
crafted this beautiful donation box which is located next to the candles on the table in 
the Narthex.  Those who are able should consider leaving a small donation to 
offset the cost of the candles. 

 

After taking a candle, the next step is to venerate the icons that guard the sandbox and lift our prayers to God on high. Next, 
we light the candle, remembering all of our loved ones who are sick or who have passed into the next life, or who we just 
want to pray for, and beseech God to have mercy on their souls.  Lastly, we place the candle in the sand, we quietly say 
“Lord have mercy,” repenting for our own sinfulness while at the same time “re-igniting” our own flame and recommitting 
our whole life to Christ our God.  

 

Our candles are traditionally made of beeswax.  Worker bees who gather nectar from flowers do not play a part in the 
reproduction of the species. Reproduction is left to the queen bee and drone bees. The virgin worker bees dedicate their 
lives to the creation of this wax and represent Our Lady, the virgin mother who gave birth to Christ. The pure beeswax also 
represents Christ’s pure flesh.  Candles symbolize the Light of Christ. Christ said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 
 

SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
REQUESTS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY 

 
It is a beautiful part of our Byzantine Catholic tradition to have the Divine Liturgy celebrated for a special 
intention or for health and God's blessings upon a LIVING person, or for the repose of the soul of a 
DECEASED person.  A donation or stipend is an offering made to the priest for the Divine Liturgy for such 
a request.  The suggested donation or stipend for the Divine Liturgy is $20 (Panachida is $15) and is given 
to the priest. (Please know that if you are unable to pay the stipend, Father will honor your request.) If your 
donation or stipend is by check, do not make the check payable to the church, but rather to Father Vasyl 
Sokolovych.  After the request is received, it will be recorded in the church liturgical calendar.  Special dates 
may be requested, but they may not always be available.  If this is the case, you will be notified of a 
rescheduled date and time.  If you would like to request a specific date, please do so now. Please know 
that we will work to provide the dates requested, but we cannot guarantee it. The dates are assigned on a 
first come first served basis and are reserved upon receipt of the offering.  Envelopes are now available in 
the narthex to request a Divine Liturgy.  To make your request, fill out the information below or on the 
envelope available in the narthex.  After completing the request form, please include it and your check or 
cash and drop it in the collection basket.  
 

 

 

DIVINE LITURGY TO 
BE OFFERED FOR 

(insert name) 
 

($20) 

 

PANACHIDA TO BE 
OFFERED FOR 
(insert name) 

 

($15) 

   

 INTENTION 
(please indicate: Health 
and God's Blessings; 

Illness; Special 
Intention; Deceased) 

 

 

DATE 
REQUESTED 

FOR 
LITURGY OR 
PANACHIDA 

 
 

STIPEND 

 
 

TOTAL  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 

    
 

 

 
 
 

    
 

 

 
Requested by:  _____________________________________________ 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $____________   (Please make checks payable to "Father Vasyl Sokolovych." 

https://donate.mercyhome.org/page/12132/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=20S91FSC13


 

 

 


